Vasopressin release induced by hypothension is blunted in patients with diabetic autonomic neuropathy.
The response of arginin-vasopressin (AVP) to baroreceptor activation (tilt testing) was investigated in patients with diabetic autonomic neuropathy (DAN). The present data show that hypothension induced by upright position showed a slight increase of AVP in patients with DAN in comparison with normal subjects and diabetic patients without DAN. These findings suggest that the blunted AVP response to hypothension may be due to lesions of afferent autonomic pathways present in DAN and plays a role in the pathogenesis of postural hypothension.